APEASE CONFERENCE
Checking the fact-checkers: practices and effectiveness in Southern Europe 29—30 OCT 2026 - UTAD

Democracy in
Verification

Fact-checking, polarisation
and digital narratives

Programme|

29 and 30 October 2026

Universidade de Tras-os-Montes e Alto Douro
Vila Real

]

Two days.

Five sessions,

Plenary talks - Papers '
ERContacta session
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THURSDAY

29 October|

Auditorium B001 - Laboratory Complex - UTAD

09h00 Check-in

09h30 Opening session

Prof. Dr. Levi Leonido — Vice-Rector for Cooperation, Culture and Communication at UTAD

Prof. Dr. Gongalo Fernandes — President of the School of Human and Social Sciences, UTAD
Prof. Dr. Felicidade Morais — Head of the Department of Letters, Arts and Communication, UTAD
Prof. Dr. Jodo Pedro Baptista — aPEaSE Project Coordinator

Prof. Dr. Orquidea Ribeiro — Coordinator of the CICANT hub at UTAD

Plenary Session 1 - Susana Salgado insiituto de Ciencias Sociais da Universidade de Lisboa (ICS-ULisboa)

Chair: Fabio Ribeiro — Universidade de Tras-os-Montes e Alto Douro (CICANT hub)

11h15 Paper Session 1

Verification in action: connecting literacy, journalism and education

12h45 Lunch
14h30 Paper Session 2
16h00

Political tensions: polarisation and populism

16h00 Presentation of the aPEaSE project results

Jodo Pedro Baptista (UTAD)- Francisco Conrado - Anabela Gradim - Universidade da Beira Interior

16h45 Coffee break
17h00 Paper Session 3
18h30

Who answers for what circulates? Platforms and regulation

20h30 Conference dinner

Quinta da Petisqueira
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FRIDAY

30 October|

09h30 ERContacta session
Atrium of the UTAD Rectorate

ERC Regulatory Board z ‘ ‘

President: Helena Sousa ‘ O ‘

Vice-President: Pedro Correia Gongalves
Members: Telmo Gongalves, Carla Martins and Rita Rola
Head of the Board Office: Maria Manuel Bastos ERCONtacta

REGULACAO EM DIALOGO

Meeting with representatives of local and regional media
from Tras-os-Montes e Alto Douro

12h30 Lunch

14h30 Paper Session 4

Information on autopilot: generative Al and disinformation

Plenary Session 2 - Andreu CaserO'RipO"éS Universitat Jaume | de Castell6

Chair: Jodao Pedro Baptista — UTAD (CICANT hub)

17h00 Coffee break

17h15 Paper Session 5

Truth in dispute: trust, science and fact-checking

18h45 Closing session
19h00

Scan or click to open the map.

Rectorate
Atrium - UTAD

ERContacta session

Laboratory Complex - UTAD

Plenary and paper sessions
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=41.28755%2C-7.73810
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Edif%C3%ADcio%20da%20Reitoria%20da%20UTAD
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29 OCT. - 11H15 - PAPERS

Session 01|

Verification in action: connecting
literacy, journalism and education

Auditorium B001 - Laboratory Complex - UTAD
Chair: Anabela Gradim, Universidade da Beira Interior

01  Literacia mediatica, desinformacgao e gamificagao: desenvolvimento de uma
ferramenta educativa para jovens

Marisa Mourdo — Universidade de Tras-os-Montes e Alto Douro
Ana Filipa Oliveira — Universidade Lusé6fona

02 Gamificagao e fact-checking na promogao da literacia mediatica: uma proposta
conceptual para o desenvolvimento de competéncias de verificagao em ambientes
digitais

Manuela Carneiro - Tiago Fernandes — Universidade Politécnica de Bragancga

03 Qual o lugar da desinformagao na formagao de pos-graduagao em Portugal? Um
retrato de mestrados e doutoramentos
Pedro Moura — Universidade do Minho

04 Periodistas ante el desorden informativo: una revision comparada de los planes de
estudio en Espaia y Portugal
Eduardo Castillo Lozano - Ernesto Garcia-Ojeda - Marta Saavedra — Universidad Nebrija
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29 OCT. - 14H30-16H00 - PAPERS

Session 02|

Political tensions: polarisation and
populism

Auditorium B001 - Laboratory Complex - UTAD
Chair: Francisco Conrado (CICANT)

01 A construgao discursiva da esquerda na comunicagao populista de André Ventura:
contributos para a polarizagao politica

Raquel Batista — Universidade Luséfona

02  Narrativas de desinformagao nas eleigoes presidenciais brasileiras de 2022

Maria Alice Campos — Universidade do Minho

03 Movilizar el descontento: emociones negativas en la comunicacion populista en
Instagram durante las elecciones europeas de 2024

Sandra Méndez-Muros - Concha Pérez-Curiel - Cristian Lépez-Dominguez — Universidad de Sevilla

04 Dedo na ferida: a polarizagao afetiva e a polarizagao ideolégica em Portugal, da Troika
ao Parlamento fragmentado (2011-2025)

Leandro Matias - Rui Pedro Gomes — Universidade da Beira Interior

05 Do Cartaz ao Meme: A Evolugdo da Propaganda Politica e o Papel do Fact-Checking
como Resisténcia ao Populismo Digital

Josué Duarte — Universidade de Tras-os-Montes e Alto Douro
o6 El relato del declive democratico: populismo e Instagram en las elecciones europeas

de 2024

Inés Méndez Majuelos - Cristian Lopez Dominguez - Concha Pérez Curiel — Universidad de Sevilla
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29 OCT. - 17H00-18H30 - PAPERS

Session 03|

Who answers for what circulates?
Platforms and regulation

Auditorium B001 - Laboratory Complex - UTAD
Chair: Claudia Henriques (Universidade do Minho - Centro de Estudos de Comunicagao e Sociedade)

01

02

03

04

Discurso de 6dio racializado em plataformas digitais: o perfil de Instagram do
movimento Reconquista em Portugal

Inés Amaral - Disakala Ventura - Frederico Fonseca — Universidade de Coimbra

A influéncia de diferentes modelos de regulagcao de Informacgao Digital na resposta a
desinformacgao politica: uma analise comparativa entre os casos alemao, portugués e
irlandés

Jodo Gabriel Silva - Helena Areias - Mariana Alexandra Morais Gongalves — Universidade da Beira Interior

Algorithmic Mediation of News and Geostrategic Variations Across Three Generative
Al Systems

Pedro Rodrigues Costa - Maria José Ferreira — Universidade Luso6fona
Between Sustainability and Independence: Funding Models and Editorial Autonomy in

European Fact-Checking

Mato Brautovi¢ - lvana Grke$ ToSovi¢ — University of Dubrovnik
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30 OCT. - 14H30 - PAPERS

Session 04|

Information on autopilot: generative Al
and disinformation

Auditorium B001 - Laboratory Complex - UTAD
Chair: Daniela Fonseca (Universidade de Tras-os-Montes e Alto Douro)

01 |A generativa y camaras de eco: la influencia del perfil de usuario en el acceso a
noticias de politica
Amparo Lopez-Meri - Ana Sanz-Sancho — Universitat Jaume |

02 Lainteligencia artificial generativa en la comunicacién politica de Donald Trump en X:
estrategias narrativas y riesgos de desinformacion
Inés Méndez-Majuelos - Ricardo Dominguez Garcia - Carmen Montoya Rodriguez — Universidad de Sevilla

03 Behind the badge: assessor transparency and accountability in fact-checking
certification networks

Ricardo Morais — Universidade do Porto
Florence Oliveira — Universidade da Beira Interior

04 Communication Design for the Legibility of Complex Technological Systems: A
Perspective on Contemporary Media Literacy
Sandra Filipe - Margarida Chagas Pereira - Rui Costa — Universidade de Aveiro

05  More Education, Less Vigilance? How Journalism Training May Unintentionally
Undermine Fact-Checking and Fuel Polarisation in the Digital Public Sphere
Rui Alexandre Novais - Angela Leite — Universidade Catdlica Portuguesa
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30 OCT. - 17H15 - PAPERS

Session 05J

Truth in dispute: trust, science and
fact-checking

Auditorium B001 - Laboratory Complex - UTAD
Chair: Marisa Mourao (Universidade de Tras-os-Montes e Alto Douro)

01

02

03

04

05

06

Fact-Checking, Political Polarization, and the Struggle over Truth: Evidence from
Turkey

Ozlem Erkmen — Dogus University

Distrust and the Limits of Fact-Checking: Public Preferences in Lithuania

Aelita Skarzauskiene - Monika Magiuliené — Kaunas University of Technology

The Performance of Scientific Consensus: Legitimation Strategies in the Dublin
Declaration on the Societal Role of Livestock

Ekaterina Solomina — Universidade do Porto

Do "Mentigrafo" ao Fact-Checking: Dewey e Lippmann na Era Digital

Lourenco Silva Ferreira — Universidade da Beira Interior

From Disengaged Sceptics to Active Enthusiasts: A Typology of Fact-Checking
Audiences in the UK

Nursi Er — Cardiff University
Quando a Corregao nao Interpela. Fact-checking, infraestrutura e ressonancia

epistémica

Gil Baptista Ferreira — Universidade Politécnica de Coimbra
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